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AÂ New York Times bestseller from the author of Band of Brothers: The biography of two fighters

forever linked by history and the battle at Little Bighorn. On the sparkling morning of June 25, 1876,

611 men of the United States 7th Cavalry rode toward theÂ banks of Little Bighorn in the

MontanaÂ Territory, where three thousand Indians stood waiting for battle.Â The lives of two great

warriors would soon beÂ forever linked throughout history: Crazy Horse, leaderÂ of the Oglala

Sioux, and General George ArmstrongÂ Custer. Both were men of aggression and

supremeÂ courage. Both became leaders in their societies atÂ very early ages. Both were stripped

of power, inÂ disgrace, and worked to earn back the respect ofÂ their people. And to both of them,

the unspoiledÂ grandeur of the Great Plains of North America was anÂ irresistible challenge. Their

parallel lives wouldÂ pave the way, in a manner unknown to either, forÂ an inevitable clash between

two nations fightingÂ for possession of the openÂ prairie.
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This is simply the best history book I have read in years. If you like American history you will like this

book. If you like history and have visited Mt. Rushmore and the Crazy Horse Monument in South



Dakota, you will probably love this book. If you like Native American history and/or happen to be a

Civil War buff, you will treasure this book and not want it to end.Stephen Ambrose was a marvelous

historian. He told real life stories with the skill of a master fiction writer. His characters are gripping,

quixotic and often of enviable character. This was the case with Crazy Horse and Custer.If you want

to learn about what it was like to live as a Native American on the high plains in the 19th century,

this book is for you. If you want to know what it was like to be a U.S. soldier during or after the Civil

War, this book is for you. If you want to read a story about valor, integrity, dignity, tragedy and pain,

this book is for you. The story of "how the West was won" is sad and heartbreaking at times. But so

is life, and so is much of the history of history of the United States. Life, like history, can also be

extremely exciting and adventursome. In this book, Ambrose brings both Crazy Horse and Custer

back to life so that we may live their adventures with them as they make history.Ambrose is

exceptionally fair in his analysisof both men. He is partial to both the Native Americans and the U.S.

soldiers who often brutalized them. He paints a picture that is, by all accounts, historically accurate

and incredibly interesting. Ambrose makes it possible to see the good and bad in both Crazy Horse

and Custer. He shows their strengths and weaknesses, allowing readere to draw their own

conclusions about the nature of their conflict.
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